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Advent Wreath Prayers and Reflections 
Written by The Rev. Shannon Kelly 

 
First Week of Advent 
(Light one candle on the wreath) 
 
“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” (Matthew 24:42, 44) 
 
God of Hope, we light this candle and remember the hope you bring into our lives - the 
hope of promise, the hope of birth, the hope of new life. Help us to see the your love and 
feel hope as we prepare for your coming again.  May this light shine brightly through us 
each day. Amen. 
 
Reflection… 

• I wonder where you see hope? 
• The passage from Matthew tells us to be ready. I wonder how we can make 

ourselves ready today?  
• I wonder what you hope for others? For yourself?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Week of Advent 
(Light two candles on the wreath) 
 
“And the wolf shall live with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6) 
 
God of Peace, we light these candles as a sign of the peace you bring into our lives and 
into the world. Help us to see how we can be agents of peace and hope in the world. Make 
us instruments of your peace so we may spread it to others. In your name we pray, 
Amen.  
 
Reflection… 

• I wonder where you see peace? 
• The passage talks about animals living peacefully even though their instincts 

would tell them to act differently. I wonder how we can live peacefully even if our 
instincts tell us to do otherwise? 

• I wonder how we can be a part of creating peace for ourselves? For others? 
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Third Week of Advent 
(Light three candles on the wreath, if you have a pink candle 
light that today) 
 
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing.” (Isaiah 35:1-2a) 
 
God of Joy, we light these candles and remember the joy you bring into our lives. May we 
cherish the joy in our lives and see ways of bringing joy to others. Be with us as we 
continue to prepare for your coming in hope, peace, and joy.   Amen.  
 
Reflection… 

• I wonder where you find joy in your life? Where do you see it in others lives? 
• The passage talks about rejoicing with joy and singing. I wonder when you have 

rejoiced over something with joy and singing? 
• I wonder how we can help others experience joy?  
• How can we create joy for those around us? For ourselves? 

 
 
 
 
 
Fourth Week of Advent 
(Now lighting all four candles) 
 
“Look, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God with us.’ ”  (Matthew 
1:23)  
 
God of Love, we light these candles and remember the love you sent to this earth through 
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.  As we come close to celebrating your birth, help us to bring 
love to all those we meet so they may see your light and love shining through us. Help us 
to feel, see, and share your love with the people we meet each day so they may find hope, 
peace, joy, and love in you.  Amen. 
 
Reflection… 

• I wonder where or with whom you feel love? How do you experience love? 
• The passage talks about  Emmanuel, ‘God with us.’ I wonder how we can see and 

feel God with us now?  
• I wonder how we spread Jesus’ love to others? 
• I wonder how we can honor those we love? 
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Christmas 
(Light a white candle and all the Advent Candles) 
 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  (Luke 2:10-14) 
 
God of us all, be with us as we celebrate Christmas, the coming Christ into our lives. May 
this light shine brightly as we remember the story of your birth. Give us eyes to see, ears 
to hear, and words to speak your hope, peace, joy, and love each day. Glory to you! 
Amen.  
 
Reflection… 

• I wonder where can seen Christ’s light in your life? 
• In the passage, an angel is bringing the good news of Christ’s birth to all. I wonder 

how we would react if an angel brought us good news? 
• I wonder how we can be a sign of God’s love and peace for others?  
• I wonder how we can hold on to the glory and the light we see this day? 
• I wonder how Christ’s love guides us to do the ministry and mission we are called 

to do?  
 


